Judging criteria
Justice Michael Kirby Plain Speaking Competition

The prepared and impromptu speeches are of equal weight.  These guidelines apply to both sections. (NB: ESL competitors will not be required to deliver an Impromptu Speech)
A. Subject matter
· Originality and creativity of subject matter

· Clear engagement with topic

· Development of a clear and cohesive theme, message or argument

· Skilled use of language

NB: This competition requires ‘plain speaking’.  Language must be precise, free from errors and accessible to a general university audience.

· Effective and logical structure

B. Delivery

· Engagement with audience, including (but not limited to):
· Eye contact with audience members
· Visual impacts
· Vocal delivery (pitch, pace, volume)
· Where appropriate, use of humour, empathy and other communication tools
· Fluency
· Sincerity
C. Other considerations

· Judges may disqualify a competitor whose material is deemed to violate the USU’s prohibition of discrimination on the basis of race, sex, pregnancy, marital or transgender status, sexual preference, disability, age, family or carer’s responsibility, social origin, political or religious belief.
· Personal anecdotes can be useful to illustrate an argument, to create empathy and for other purposes, but participants are warned against over-reliance on describing their own experiences.
· Although judges should reward thorough preparation, over-rehearsing a speech at the expense of a natural and sincere delivery is a drawback.
